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or heroic history, either Homer or Hesiod, logographer or
poet, save when their accounts are conformable to Sanscrit
sources. While Hesiod has taken for Greek, 6r adopted
as Greek, the Harpies, the Cyclopes, Poseidon, Here,
Erectheus, the Centaurs, the Gorgons, Typhoeus, and a
host of agencies, who at once become monsters under
his transforming hand, it will be the business of the his-
torical student, whenever such terms have been misunder-
stood, or mistranslated by that author, to restore them to
their original and consequently correct signification. A
positive and clear history will thus be found to arise simul-
taneously with the true nomenclature. The same effect
will be produced by the same process with the logographers.
In many cases these authorities have so metamorphosed
the original names of men, cities, and religious rites, that
nothing but a specific course of study, founded on the
principles here laid down, and wrought out by the light of
persevering sagacity, brought to bear at once upon the
twofold literature of the East and West, can restore these
corrupt or mistaken travesties to their true form. This,
then, (and let us not be ashamed to confess it) is a branch
of study of which we have been hitherto entirely ignorant
But our prejudices and our taste equally revolt agaiust a
scrutiny that tends to destroy that atmosphere of poetic
vitality with which our heroes were invested; the idea of
which is so strongly intertwined with our very nature, so
interwoven with all that is graceful in art and beautiful in
poetry, that the strongest thirst for truth can scarcely
persuade us to abandon the enchanting spot, where the
uuited glories of mind and art detain us in a dazzling
trance.